









flat. We are focused 
on optimizing the 
resources available 
toward the most 
strategic partners 
and initiatives.” 
– Large Corporate Grantmaker
Photo on opposite page courtesy of Blue Cross  
and Blue Shield of Minnesota Foundation  
(Scott Streble, photographer).





Figure B: Ranges of Anticipated Changes in Grantmaking in 2011 vs. 2010
To assess the outlook for grantmaking in Minnesota in 2011, the Minnesota 
Council on Foundations (MCF) conducted its	2011	Outlook	Report	survey in 
October and November of 2010. The survey asked grantmakers to predict how 
their 2011 giving will compare to 2010. A total of 118 organizations responded, 
representing about 65 percent of annual grantmaking in the state.
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“I expect the 
economy to continue 
recovery at a modest 
pace, which should 
help increase our 
portfolio value and 
thereby facilitate 
greater support to 
nonprofits.” 
– Small Private Grantmaker
Photo on opposite page courtesy of Blue Cross  
and Blue Shield of Minnesota Foundation.
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Figure C: Anticipated Grantmaking Changes in 
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Figure D: Anticipated Grantmaking Changes in 









a couple years 
ago to reduce 
our operating 
expenses.” 
– Mid-Sized Community Foundation
Photo on opposite page courtesy of  
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Figure F: Anticipated Changes in Grantmaker Assets  














































































Cover photo courtesy of Medica Foundation and The Family Partnership; photo above courtesy of Jerome Foundation and Intermedia Arts. 
About This Report
The	2011 Outlook Report summarizes	
grantmaker	survey	responses	provided	to	MCF	
in	October	and	November	2010.	While	this	
provides	an	indication	of	the	overall	senti-
ment	about	the	outlook	for	grantmaking	in	
2011,	changing	economic	indicators	and	other	
unanticipated	factors	may	affect	grantmaking	in	
the	coming	year.	
Survey	responses	came	from	a	wide	range	of	
sizes	and	types	of	grantmakers,	including	52	
private	foundations,	37	corporate	foundations	
and	giving	programs,	and	29	community	and	
public	foundations.	Eight	of	the	10	largest	
grantmakers	in	the	state	(as	reported	in	MCF’s	
2009	Annual	Minnesota	Grantmaker	Rankings)	
are	represented	in	the	sample.	Eighty-six	
percent	of	grantmakers	responding	to	the	2011 
Outlook Report	survey	also	participated	in	the	
2010	research.
Of	the	118	foundations	and	corporate	grantmak-
ers	who	completed	the	survey,	most	are	MCF	
members,	but	respondents	also	included	several	
other	organizations	that	are	among	Minnesota’s	
top	100	grantmakers	(by	grants	paid	annually).	
Respondents	represent	8	percent	of	all	Min-
nesota	grantmakers,	65	percent	($927	million)	
of	all	Minnesota	grantmaking,	and	55	percent	
($9.6	billion)	of	Minnesota	foundation	assets.
The	majority	of	respondents	(82	percent)	
granted	$10	million	or	less	in	2010.	The	18	
percent	who	reported	they	granted	$10	million	
or	more	in	2010	represent	approximately	80	
percent	of	the	grant	dollars	reported	on	here.	
Eighty-three	percent	of	respondents	reported	
they	have	assets.	Of	those,	30	percent	
reported	assets	of	$10	million	or	less,	37	
percent	have	assets	in	the	range	of	$10	
million	to	$50	million,	and	33	percent	have	
assets	over	$50	million.
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